
Happy New Year 2020!          January 21, 2020 

 

Dear Coghlan Families,  

Happy New Year and Welcome Back! I hope everyone had an opportunity to get 
some rest and re-connect with family and friends. The Coghlan staff looks forward 
to working with all of you in 2020 as we continue to 
create a community of belonging and learning.  

Coghlan students sure enjoyed the snow!  2020 first 
snow day provided opportunities for building snowmen 
and forts.  Students had fun and used creative and 
critical thinking skills to help them in their snow play. 

We are currently full force into our Basketball Season.    
I would like to thank Mrs. Kempf, Miss Keller, Ms. Hunter and Mrs. Guild for 
coaching our Grade 6/7 teams and thank the parents in advance for driving to the 
games.  

It appears that this cold snowy weather will carry on 
over the next couple of weeks so please be sure to 
follow the various media outlets for updates on school 
closures and conditions. If you are able to access the 
internet via computer or smartphone, current 
information about Langley schools can be accessed on 
all school websites or www.sd35.bc.ca. Local radio 
stations are also informed of school status in Langley.  

 

Please note that Langley District schools are all considered 'open' until a decision 
to close is required. Decisions on school closures are usually made by 6:30am. As 
always, it is a parent's decision whether to send their child to school based on 
safety and individual circumstances. If you feel it is unsafe for you or your child to 
travel to or attend an open school for any reason, please keep your child at home 
and report an absence by phoning the school.  

 

Mrs. Laycock is looking for donations of small Lego pieces to replenish her office 
Lego. This gets used on a daily basis.  Thank you! 
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Diversity and Respect Week (February 24-28) 
In February, our district will celebrate the diversity and the sense of belonging that 
makes Langley a great place to work and learn.  At Coghlan our motto is “Coghlan is a 
place of learning and a place of belonging.” We are looking for the many ways we 
create a sense of belonging at Coghlan.  On February 26 we encourage students to 
wear pink for Pink Shirt Day.  We will have an assembly in the afternoon.  

 
 
 
Snow Much Learning 
On most rainy and snowy days at recess and noon we still have “out” 

days for students to play and get fresh air. It is sometimes hard to 

predict the weather. Please be sure your child is prepared for all weather 

conditions with appropriate clothing for playing outdoors. “Indoor 

shoes” are needed to change out of boots and for gym classes. An extra 

pair of pants and socks your child can change into is also a good idea. 

(Please label them with your child’s name.) Somehow children always 

seem to find a way to get wet!! 
 

 
 

Parents as partners 

Thank you to all the parents and grandparents that continue to volunteer and participate 

in so many of our events and fundraisers. Our first movie night of the year is this Friday 

and we hope to see many of you out. Some of our PAC members are now looking ahead 

to our Easter Purdy’s fundraiser. It takes an incredible amount of work to get these 

events to happen so please help out if you can. Our next PAC meeting is February 18th 

at 7:00pm. We would love for you to join us.  
 

Pancake Breakfast 
 
Thank you to all the parents who came out to make Pancake 
Breakfast special. I was very happy to see fathers waiting for 
me at 7:15 in the morning to start the grill for pancakes.  The 
Pancake team had a smooth system to feed and entertain 
Coghlan students. Everyone had a fabulous time! 

 
 

 

The Christmas Concert was a huge success, 
and we would like to acknowledge all the 
work that Mr. Liang and Ms. Caswell did with 
Coghlan students to teach them the music. It 
was a delight to have a group of parents to 
help with the set up and take down the risers 
and chairs.  Thank you. 

 



 

 

 

“ABOMINABLE” now showing in the Coghlan Gym 
Friday, January 24.  Doors open at 6:15 pm. 

Movie starts at 6:30. 

 
 

 

Please find listed below various activities for the next month. 
We hope you will be able to join us! 

  
Jan 22 Stuffy Spirit Day  
Jan 24 Hot Lunch / Movie Night 
Feb 6 Sunglasses Spirit Day 
Feb7 Hot lunch 
Feb. 13 Intermediate Swim & Pink/Red Day 
Feb. 14 District Pro- D Day – No School 
Feb 17 Family Day – No School 
Feb 18 NL #7,  PAC mtg 7pm 

 
  
 

Thank You! to parents who write their child’s house team number on the reading calendars when they 
are sent in. This saves Mrs. Laycock lots of time looking them up and writing them on the form for the 
primary & intermediate book draw and awarding house team points. If you don’t know your child’s 
house team number just email Mrs. Laycock at:  nlaycock@sd35.bc.ca or give her a call. 
  

Ready Set Learn- Early Literacy/ Language 

Coghlan Fundamental Elementary School is pleased to be hosting Ready-Set-Learn. The 
program will target students who will start Kindergarten in September 2020/21. 
 
Pre-schoolers (ages 3 & 4) and adult caregivers come to school for a play/learn event and to 
find out about ways to best prepare their child for school.  
 
Pre-registration is required by emailing Mrs. Laycock at:  nlaycock@sd35.bc.ca 
 
February 27 (Naturally Curious) 1:30-2:30 pm; April 15 (Early Literacy) 1:30-2:30 pm 

 

 
 

The O-Keefe family has expressed gratitude for the generous gift basket that the 
Coghlan families put together at Christmas. “It is humbling to see such kindness 

and care from people we don’t even know.” 
. 
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Reminders for Parents  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
Empowering Parents to Help their Children to Develop Stonger 

Literacy Skills (Kindergarten – Grade 5) 
 

 Was your child “Not Yet Meeting” or “Approaching Expectations” on their December 

report card?   

 Are you tired with arguing with your child about reading every night? 

 Would you like to learn new skills that will help you work with your child at home 

and really make a difference?   
 

Then you should attend our series of 3 Parent Literacy Sessions on January 30, February 13, and February 

27.  Please note that this is a repeat of the Parent Literacy Sessions offered last fall.  

 

Research has consistently proven that parent involvement increases student achievement in school.  

Students whose parents are involved in their education, especially their early literacy development, are 

more motivated to read, demonstrate a greater self-efficacy as readers and voluntarily participate in 

literacy activities more often.  These students are more interested in learning and experience higher 

competence, exhibit more effort, concentration and attention.   

 

If you would like to participate in this program, you would be expected to attend all three Parent 

Information Evenings at Parkside Centennial Elementary where we will work together to develop an 

increased understanding of how to support your child’s development as strategic readers and word 

detectives.   

 

In the weeks between sessions, you will be expected to read daily with your child and support their reading 

development by using the prompts and strategies that we will discuss.   

 

Dates of Parent Information Evenings: (approximately 1 hour sessions; 6:00 pm start) 

 Thursday, Jan 30; Thursday, Feb 13; Thursday, Feb 27.   

 Child minding will be provided (Please let me know if you require childminding in your RSVP so 

I will have enough caregivers available)  

 

If you would like to participate in this program, please RSVP to me by email at cgracie@sd35.bc.ca 

by January, 24th. 

 
Cathy Gracie  

Proud Principal Parkside Centennial Elementary  
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